
PRESS NOTE: Media interested in covering any 2016 New York Television Festival events can apply for 

credentials by completing the form at NYTVF.com/press.html. 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

 

NEW YORK TELEVISION FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES 2016 SPECIAL EVENTS 

PROGRAM, WITH A COMEDY-HEAVY LINE-UP FEATURING: 

 

LENA DUNHAM, JENNI KONNER, ALI WENTWORTH, JON GLASER, 

RACHEL DRATCH, JANEANE GAROFALO, JENA FRIEDMAN,  

NICOLE BYER, SCOTT ADSIT & MORE! 

*** 
 

Public Festival line-up to include final season send-offs for SundanceTV's Rectify and HBO's 

GIRLS; special events hosted by MTV, Pop, Seeso, TNT and truTV; screenings of 63 in-competition 

Independent Pilots; and the second-annual StoryNEXT Virtual Reality conference in partnership 

with USA TODAY NETWORK 

 

Exclusive to Passholders and Official Artists include keynote conversations with Evan Shapiro of 

NBCUniversal and How I Met Your Mother Creators Carter Bays and Craig Thomas; a Q&A with 

Arrested Development's Mitchell Hurwitz; networking events and panel discussions 

 
[NEW YORK, NY, September 23, 2016] – The NYTVF today announced schedule highlights for the 12th 

annual New York Television Festival, which takes place Monday, October 24 through Saturday, October 29, 

2016, primarily at the Helen Mills Theater and Event Space and SVA Theatre in Manhattan.  In addition to 

screenings of the previously-announced 63 Official Selections in its flagship Independent Pilot Competition 

(IPC), held throughout the week, the NYTVF will host an extensive slate of special events for the more than 250 

Official Artists who have been invited to the Festival; executives from the leading TV networks, studios, digital 

companies, agencies and other NYTVF partners; as well as other industry members and TV fans.   

 

“The independent television movement continues to thrive as we prepare for our 12th annual Festival, at which 

we are proud to present a line-up that includes some of TV’s boldest, most original episodic storytellers,” said 

NYTVF Founder Terence Gray. “At its core, the NYTVF is rooted in the celebration of great creators – whether 

they are established or just beginning their careers – and creating an environment that fosters talent development 

and relationship-building. We are humbled and thrilled to share our full programming slate with the indie 

producers, aspiring artists, industry decision-makers, and TV fans that spend a week with us each October.” 

 

http://www.nytvf.com/press.html
http://nytvf.com/
http://www.nytvf.com/tixSYS/2016/progguide/Title/AZ/PILOT/progguide/ALL/


The box office for this year’s Festival opens today, along with the full schedule for the week, event ticketing and 

pass information. This includes the option to purchase a Festival Pass or Industry Pass – which provides access 

to all of the below events – as well as tickets to individual events, many of which are free with advance 

registration.   

 

Opening Day – Monday, October 24, 2016 

 

 The afternoon will kick off with the NYTVF Connect Artist + Industry program at the Helen Mills 

Theater and Event Space in back-to-back keynotes with  Evan Shapiro, NBCUniversal's EVP of Digital 

Enterprises, and How I Met Your Mother creators Carter Bays and Craig Thomas, interviewed by 

NYTVF Founder/Executive Director Terence Gray.  A panel discussion – “Capitalizing on Comedy: A 

Creators Guide to the Evolving Content Landscape - Developing Formats and Scripted Projects for 

Success” – will be led by Loeb & Loeb, LLP and include executives from Comedy Central, Creative 

Artists Agency (CAA), and truTV.  [OPEN TO OFFICIAL ARTISTS & PASSHOLDERS] 

 

 OPENING NIGHT COMEDY EVENT: Seeso Presents “The Politics of Funny” – At the 

SVA Theatre, NBCUniversal's Seeso looks at the lighter side of the 2016 presidential race, featuring a 

line-up of comedians including Janeane Garofalo (Wet Hot American Summer), and Jena Friedman 

(The Daily Show, Late Show with David Letterman). [PASS OR FREE TICKET REQUIRED] 

 

 

Tuesday, October 25, 2016 
 

 “Prep Your Pitch with Mitch” – Arrested Development creator Mitchell Hurwitz offers independent 

creators guidance in a special Q&A session. [OPEN TO OFFICIAL ARTISTS & PASSHOLDERS] 

 

 SUNDANCE TV Presents: RECTIFY: The Final Season – this will include the season four premiere 

and a talkback with series creator Ray McKinnon and Bloomberg News' David Westin. [PASS OR 

FREE TICKET REQUIRED] 

 

 truTV Presents a Night of Unbridled Comedy with Jon Glaser and Rachel Dratch – Long-

time Festival partner truTV will host a sneak peek of Jon Glaser Loves Gear, its upcoming hybrid 

comedy, and a preview of the second season of Rachel Dratch’s Late Night Snack, along with a 

conversation with the two stars moderated by Scott Adsit. [PASS OR FREE TICKET REQUIRED] 

 

 TNT First Look at Original Drama GOOD BEHAVIOR – First-time Festival partner TNT will screen 

its new drama starring Michelle Dockery, followed by a panel featuring series creators Chad Hodge and 

Blake Crouch, and the network's Sarah Aubrey. [PASS OR FREE TICKET REQUIRED] 
 
 

Wednesday, October 26, 2016 
 

 The Festival shifts the focus to deal making, with the NYTVF Connect Marketplace at Tribeca Three-

Sixty, where hundreds of meetings will be facilitated between the Festival's officially-selected creators 

and top decision-makers. In 2015, that same program yielded over 400 meetings between indie writers 

and producers and representatives from seventy-five participating networks, studios, agencies, platforms, 

and production companies. [NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC] 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nytvf.com/tixSYS/2016/progguide/
http://www.nytvf.com/connect.html


Thursday, October 27, 2016 

 

 NYTVF Creative Keynote: A Conversation with GIRLS – As GIRLS enters its sixth and final 

season, creator and star Lena Dunham, executive producer and showrunner Jenni Konner, and Vice 

President of HBO Programming Kathleen McCaffrey sit for a Q&A with Slate's Willa Paskin. [PASS 

OR FREE TICKET REQUIRED] 

 

 The Struggle is Real: Gender, Race, Entrepreneurship and the Women of MTV – This 

exclusive panel event will bring together the creators, writers, and stars of MTV’s newest hits – Loosely, 

Exactly Nicole, Mary + Jane, and Sweet/Vicious – to explore the creative opportunities in tackling 

heavy subjects (think racial bias, legalization of marijuana and sexual assault) through the lens of funny 

and empowered young women. Featuring Nicole Byer. [PASS OR FREE TICKET REQUIRED] 

 

 Pop and Lionsgate Present: NIGHTCAP at the New York Television Festival – In honor of the new 

satirical scripted comedy series Nightcap (premiering November 16th), which pokes fun at late night 

television and stars Ali Wentworth, this event will feature a sneak peek of the show, followed by a 

panel hosted by Wentworth and a slate of actual late night writers and producers. [PASS OR FREE 

TICKET REQUIRED] 

 

 Also throughout the day, the second annual StoryNEXT, an invitation-only conference dedicated to 

storytelling in virtual reality, is presented in partnership with USA TODAY NETWORK. [OPEN TO 

OFFICIAL ARTISTS & PASSHOLDERS] 

 

 

Friday, October 28, 2016 

 

 Porta-Pilots: A NYTVF Primetime Special Event – What would happen if Leslie Knope was 

running the office of The West Wing or Lorelai Gilmore was Lost on an island with a smoke monster? 

You'll find out at this NYTVF improv event featuring teams from New York's The PIT, Annoyance, and 

Magnet Theaters in a TV-themed showdown, with Ali Farahnakian and David Pasquesi acting as 

“judges.” [PASS OR PAID TICKET REQUIRED] 

 

 

Saturday, October 29, 2016 
 

 The eighth annual NYTVF Development Day wraps up the Festival, featuring a slate of panels and 

events geared toward emerging and aspiring TV creators, including the first-ever Alumni Keynote 

Conversation, with creators of HBO’s Animals – Mike Luciano and Phil Matarese.  They will be on 

hand to discuss taking their 2013 NYTVF Best Comedy winning project from the Festival to HBO, 

where they're currently in post-production on their second season. [PASS OR TICKET REQUIRED] 

 

 The NYTVF Awards Reception wraps up the Festival, naming the Independent Pilot Competition and 

inaugural NYTVF Scripts initiative winners, and handing out deals from NYTVF development partners. 

[OPEN TO OFFICIAL ARTISTS OR PASSHOLDERS] 

 

Anheuser-Busch returns as the Official Beer of the NYTVF and will support the above events as well as 

industry gatherings hosted the Hollywood Radio and Television Society (HRTS) among others. Additional 

events to be announced in the coming weeks.  

 

For detailed times, locations and more details, visit nytvf.com/documents/2016_NYTVF_Detailed_LineUp.pdf.   

 

To register for tickets or passes to these or any Festival events, visit nytvf.com and click on “Box Office.”  

 

http://storynext.usatoday.com/
http://www.nytvf.com/deals.html
http://nytvf.com/documents/2016_NYTVF_Detailed_LineUp.pdf
http://nytvf.com/


 

 

About the NYTVF  
Established in 2005, the NYTVF constructs new and innovative paths of development and talent identification, 

while simultaneously complementing the traditional television development model. By partnering directly with 

networks, studios, production companies, digital platforms and brands, the NYTVF provides its Industry 

Partners with a streamlined development model, leveraging its vast creative community of over 15,000 

independent producers and production companies, to create content with specific partners in mind. During the 

annual New York Television Festival – held each fall in New York City – the NYTVF brings together its top 

artists and industry decision-makers for a series of events designed to foster networking, collaboration and 

education. The Festival also marks the culmination of the organization’s yearly development efforts and features 

screenings of top independent content, educational panels, fan events, red carpet premieres, and more.  

 

For more information on the NYTVF and the annual Festival, visit www.nytvf.com, and to learn about 

opportunities to submit for its year-round competitions, visit http://www.nytvf.com/submit.html.  

 

# # #  
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