
 
 

SEESO PARTNERS WITH NYTVF TO OFFER DEVELOPMENT 
AWARD TO INDIE TV CREATORS AND PRESENT SERIES OF TV 

CREATOR EVENTS YEAR-ROUND 
*** 

Joins Previously-Announced NYTVF Partners Recognizing Excellent Comedy Projects 
this Year: Comedy Central, IFC, truTV, Bento Box Entertainment and Just For Laughs 

 
2016 Dates and Deadlines Announced for New York Television Festival – Taking Place 

October 24 - 29 – and NYTVF TV Town Hall Series, Launching February 16  
 
 

[New York, NY, February 16, 2016] NYTVF (www.nytvf.com) today announced the 
expansion of its comedy outreach efforts in 2016, including a new development deal 
opportunity with Seeso (www.seeso.com), and a series of events designed to reach out to and 
grow NYTVF’s community of independent TV comedy producers and writers.  
 
Seeso, the recently-launched, ad-free comedy streaming channel from NBCUniversal’s 
Digital Enterprises, has teamed with the NYTVF to offer the Seeso Comedy Award: an 
opportunity for independent TV creators to develop a series for the subscription service. The 
partnership marks the first time the NYTVF – an organization dedicated to identifying and 
nurturing top independent creative talent and fostering connections with networks, studios 
and brands – has partnered with an OTT channel to develop original content.  To qualify, a 
comedy project created with Seeso in mind must be entered into the NYTVF's annual 
Independent Pilot Competition (IPC) by June 30, and named a 2016 IPC “Official 
Selection.”  
 
Also today, the NYTVF announced initial key dates for 2016, including its flagship, 12th 
annual New York Television Festival, taking place October 24-29 in Manhattan.  Each 
year, the Festival showcases indie pilots alongside network and digital screenings, premieres, 
cast and creator Q&As, and other events for artists, industry executives and fans.   
 
Additionally, the NYTVF TV Town Hall events, presented in partnership with Seeso, will 
launch on February 16 in New York City, with subsequent events slated for February 22 and 
23 in Los Angeles and a Chicago event to be announced at a later date. These are the first of 
several free outreach events scheduled, providing members of the independent television 
community the opportunity to screen award-winning NYTVF work from previous years, 
along with access to TV and digital platform decision-makers who will share insights and 
guidance on creating projects for consideration across the content landscape.  Those 
interested in attending can find more information at http://www.nytvf.com/attend.html.   
 



“The landscape for episodic content is evolving at a break-neck pace, with longstanding 'rules 
of engagement' being broken on every level,” said NYTVF Founder Terence Gray. “With 
these industry shifts, there remains a desire for quality content, and we're heartened and 
optimistic about the future for indie creators. It's thrilling that our initial slate includes 
partners representing points of view across the spectrum – from traditional networks to 
platforms and studio/production companies. We're especially grateful to Evan Shapiro and 
Seeso for not only offering this development opportunity, but for partnering with us on an 
event series designed to help creators navigate these new frontiers.” 
 
The Seeso Comedy Award joins previously-announced Bento Box Entertainment, Comedy 
Central, IFC and truTV on NYTVF’s 2016 slate of partners who will offer development 
opportunities to comedy projects this year. Additionally, the NYTVF and Just For Laughs 
announced the extension of their long-term comedy partnership: “From Set to Screen: TV, 
OTT, SVOD and More.” 
 
Information on all NYTVF opportunities – including the IPC, which is now accepting 
independently produced television and digital pilots in all genres – can be found at 
http://www.nytvf.com/submit.html. Producers selected as finalists in any NYTVF initiative 
throughout the year will be invited to participate in the 2016 Festival as Official Artists. 
 
Additional details, and information on how to register to attend these events, are available at 
NYTVF.com. 
 
About Seeso 
Seeso is NBCUniversal Digital Enterprises’ ad-free streaming comedy channel with a unique, 
artisanal mix of new comedies, exclusive shows, classic stand-up performances and curated 
films. The subscription service is available at www.seeso.com and on streaming platforms, 
connected devices and other distribution partners for $3.99 per month. 
 
About the NYTVF 
Established in 2005, the NYTVF constructs new and innovative paths of development and 
talent identification, while simultaneously complementing the traditional television 
development model. By partnering directly with networks, studios, production companies, 
digital platforms and brands, the NYTVF provides its Industry Partners with a streamlined 
development model, leveraging its vast creative community of over 15,000 independent 
producers and production companies, to create content with specific partners in mind. During 
the annual New York Television Festival, held each fall in New York City, the NYTVF 
brings together top artists and industry decision-makers for a series of events designed to 
foster networking, collaboration and education. The Festival also marks the culmination of 
the organization's yearly development efforts and features screenings of top independent 
content, educational panels, fan events, red carpet premieres, and more. For more information 
on the NYTVF, the annual Festival and these competitions, visit www.nytvf.com. 
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