
A&E NETWORK RETURNS IN 2014 AS NYTVF DEVELOPMENT
PARTNER; GUARANTEED PILOT PRESENTATION UP FOR GRABS

***
Fourth annual “A&E Unscripted Development Pipeline” empowers indie creators to

uncover unique concepts for further network development

[New York, NY, March 17, 2014]– The NYTVF (www.nytvf.com) and A&E Network have 
announced that A&E will return as an NYTVF development partner in 2014 for the tenth annual 
New York Television Festival. For the first time, the A&E Unscripted Development Pipeline will
include the network guaranteeing that the winning entry will receive the opportunity to produce a 
pilot presentation with a minimum $25,000 budget.

A&E and the NYTVF are encouraging producers to think outside the box, seeking concepts and 
characters that inject new life and freshness into the unscripted television landscape. The goal is 
to galvanize the NYTVF's creative base – totaling over 14,000 writer/producers – to bring their 
unique creative sensibilities to unscripted storytelling. 

"Partnering with the NYTVF gives A&E an opportunity to foster the careers of talented 
independent television producers," said David McKillop, Executive Vice President and General 
Manager, A&E Network. “A&E is a brand that celebrates originality, and this program shares our
vision of developing truly original, one-of-a-kind storytelling.”

Through this innovative program, artists can submit a two- to four-minute DVD of the subject 
and a one- to two-page treatment describing the unscripted format, from April 7, 2014 through 
May 28, 2014.A screening committee of NYTVF officials will narrow the pool of entrants down 
to 15 semi-finalists, which will be reviewed by the network with five finalists receiving $4,000 in
development funding to produce additional tape. The winner – to be announced later this year – 
will receive a $10,000 prize, as well as a minimum budget of $25,000 for a development project 
order of the concept, to be produced in association with the NYTVF. A&E may also elect to enter
into development agreements with the remaining finalists.

“A&E’s increased investment in the independent television community is a sign of the quality of 
creative voices participating in this initiative for the past three years,” said NYTVF Founder and 
Executive Director Terence Gray.  “A+E Networks and its leadership have been some of our 
most committed supporters since day one, and we look forward to building on this partnership as 
we head towards the 10th New York Television Festival and beyond.”



All of the 15 semi-finalists for this sponsored initiative will be invited to participate as Official 
Artists in the 10th annual New York Television Festival, taking place October 20-25, 2014 in 
downtown Manhattan. This designation gives them exclusive access to networking and 
educational opportunities at the Festival.

The A&E Unscripted Development Pipeline is open to U.S. residents age 18 and over who do not
have any contractual commitments preventing them from entering into an exclusive development 
deal with A&E. Unscripted formats not currently under development at a network, studio, or 
major production company and meeting all other criteria in the Official Rules are eligible for the 
competition. For 

The A&E initiative brings this year’s list of NYTVF development partners to five, with 12 deals 
thus far being guaranteed in 2014: A&E (5 development deals), HISTORY (5), the Lionsgate/Sea
To Sky Entertainment – Channel 4 Co-Development Award and Comedy Central.  Additional 
partnerships are being announced in the coming weeks, and more information is available at 
http://www.nytvf.com/submit.html.  

About A&E Network
Now reaching 100 million homes, A&E is the home to 100% original content that inspires and 
challenges audiences to BE ORIGINAL. A&E offers a diverse mix of high quality, uniquely 
immersive entertainment ranging from the network’s original scripted series, including “Bates 
Motel,” “Longmire” and “Those Who Kill,” to signature non-fiction franchises, including “Duck 
Dynasty,” “Beyond Scared Straight” and “Storage Wars.” The A&E website is located at 
aetv.com.  Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/aetv and Facebook at facebook.com/AETV. For 
more press information and photography please visit us at press.aenetworks.com.

About the NYTVF
Established in 2005, the NYTVF constructs new and innovative paths of development and talent 
identification, while simultaneously complementing the traditional television development 
model. By partnering directly with networks, studios, production companies, digital platforms 
and brands, the NYTVF provides its Industry Partners with a streamlined development model, 
leveraging its vast creative community of over 14,000 independent producers and production 
companies, to create content with specific partners in mind. During the annual New York 
Television Festival – held each fall in New York City – the NYTVF brings together its top artists 
and industry decision-makers for a series of events designed to foster networking, collaboration 
and education. The Festival also marks the culmination of the organization’s yearly development 
efforts and features screenings of top independent content, educational panels, fan events, red 
carpet premieres, and more. For more information on the NYTVF and the annual Festival, visit 
www.nytvf.com, and to learn about opportunities to submit for its year-round competitions, visit 
http://www.nytvf.com/submit.html. 
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