
 

 
 

NYTVF ANNOUNCES IFC, MTV AND VH1 AS INDEPENDENT PILOT 

COMPETITION DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS FOR 2012  
*** 

BIO Channel, Hasbro Studios, Logo, SevenOne International,  

Sundance Channel, and the UK’s Channel 4 Sign on for NYTVF Pitch 

 

Each Partner will Award a Guaranteed Development Deal during the  

8
th

 Annual New York Television Festival, Slated for October 22 - 27 
  

[New York, NY, January 27, 2012] The NYTVF (www.nytvf.com), an organization dedicated to 

identifying and nurturing top independent creative talent and fostering connections with 

networks, studios and brands, today announced nine development partners confirmed for the 

2012 New York Television Festival.  It also announced that this year’s Festival will take place 

from October 22 to 27, and will once again be located at Tribeca Cinemas and 92YTribeca in 

lower Manhattan.  

 

Returning development partners IFC and MTV, along with new partner VH1, have each signed 

on as award sponsors for the Festival’s annual Independent Pilot Competition. The competition 

accepts submissions through June 29, 2012, across all television genres. IFC, which recently 

announced a 10-episode series order for “Bunk,” which was acquired out of the 2010 New York 

Television Festival (under the original title “Pointless”), will again seek alternative comedy 

submissions for its third annual IFC “Out of the Box” Award. MTV, also returning for the third 

consecutive year, is looking for animated and live-action comedies for consideration. Finally, 

new partner VH1 is in search of unscripted formats for their VH1 Creative Lab “Theory of 

Creativity” Award, which will yield both a development deal and a fellowship to participate in a 

future session of the network’s producers lab. Submission information, deadlines and creative 

briefs from each partner can be found at http://www.nytvf.com/submit.html. 

 

NYTVF Pitch, launched in 2011, will return to the 8
th

 Annual New York Television Festival, 

with six partners signed on to take pitches from the Festival’s class of 2012 Official Artists, each 

guaranteeing a development deal for one selected producer and pitch. Inaugural Pitch Partners 

Sundance Channel and SevenOne International will return, joining new partners The BIO 

Channel, Logo, Hasbro Studios (the NYTVF’s first partner in the children’s entertainment 

category), and the Festival’s first international network partner, Channel 4. 

 

For additional information about each Pitch Partner, visit www.nytvf.com/2012_pitch.html. 

http://www.nytvf.com/submit.html
http://www.nytvf.com/2012_pitch.html


 
“We’ve never before had so many partners signed on for the beginning of the NYTVF 

development season and we’re thrilled to have such a diverse and prestigious group looking to 

the NYTVF artistic community for great talent and ideas,” said NYTVF Founder Terence Gray. 

“Our mission is to provide opportunities for independent creators to gain access to the decision 

makers inside the traditional television development system, and it is very heartening that we 

have a number of partners that are not only willing to consider independent projects, but are also 

offering guaranteed deals. No matter what you’re producing – scripted, non-scripted, comedy, 

drama, animation or children’s programming – there is a home for you and your work at the 

NYTVF.” 

 
Independent Pilot Competition (IPC) 

This NYTVF flagship competition seeks independently-produced, original television pilots 

ranging from four to 22 minutes in length, across all genres and from creators around the world. 

All officially-selected pilots will screen at the 2012 New York Television Festival in October and 

will be eligible for sponsored awards from partners including IFC, MTV and VH1. Additionally,  

Official Selections will be distributed to all NYTVF industry partners and juries in the weeks 

prior to the Festival, and pilot makers will have access to exclusive Artist-only events during the 

week, including submission opportunities to NYTVF Pitch.  

 
NYTVF Pitch 

Each Pitch Partner will provide the NYTVF with a creative brief, outlining development goals 

and the types of pitches they are interested in, which will in turn be distributed to each 2012 

Official Artist – individuals that are named a finalist in any of the NYTVF’s 2012 development 

initiatives or as an Official Selection in the Festival’s Independent Pilot Competition (IPC). 

NYTVF Pitch semifinalists will be selected from the submitted pitches, and those individuals will 

meet with development executives from each of the partner companies on-site at the 2012 

Festival.   

 

Previously Announced 2012 NYTVF Development Initiatives 

Thus far in 2012, the NYTVF has announced partnerships that will result in 12 guaranteed 

development deals from major networks and studios, and the organization expects to surpass the 

15 total deals awarded in 2011. At the close of the 7
th

 Annual New York Television Festival last 

September, the NYTVF announced its first 2012 development initiative, with Comedy Central. 

The Comedy Central Short Pilot Competition will award a network development deal to one 

outstanding submission, comprised of a short pilot and script.   Additionally, NYTVF London, 

the organization’s first international event, was hosted last November in partnership with BBC 

America, BAFTA and PACT. During the event, Fox Television Studios, in conjunction with 

Apostle, and Warner Bros. International Television Production announced the first-ever 

NYTVF development opportunities exclusively for U.K. Producers. 

 
Information for these and all NYTVF submission opportunities can be found at 

http://www.nytvf.com/submit.html. Producers selected as finalists in any NYTVF initiative 

throughout the year will be invited to participate in the 2012 Festival as Official Artists. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.nytvf.com/artists.html
http://www.nytvf.com/2012_comedycentral.html
http://www.nytvf.com/2011_london.html
http://www.nytvf.com/2012_ipc_london.html
http://www.nytvf.com/2012_ipc_london.html
http://www.nytvf.com/submit.html


About the NYTVF 

Established in 2005, the NYTVF is a pioneer of the independent television movement, 

constructing new and innovative paths of development and talent identification, while 

simultaneously complementing the traditional television development model. Its annual New 

York Television Festival – held each fall in New York City – is recognized as the industry’s first 

independent television festival, which provides a platform to elevate the work of artists creating 

for the small screen. Through the Festival and other year-round activities – including NYTVF 

London, which launched in 2011 – the NYTVF’s mission is to connect its community of over 

8,500 independent creative artists with leading networks, studios and brands by cultivating 

relationships that lead to new opportunities. For more information on the NYTVF, the annual 

Festival and these competitions, visit www.nytvf.com. 
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