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NYTVF LAUNCHES INTERNATIONAL SCRIPT INITIATIVE 
***

“NYTVF Scripts” to Offer Aspiring TV Writers Showcase Opportunities at 
Annual New York Television Festival

First Iteration Will Focus on Half-Hour Comedy, with 
Submissions Being Accepted June 1-15, 2016

[New York, NY, April 21, 2016] The NYTVF (www.nytvf.com), an organization dedicated to identifying and 
nurturing top independent creative talent and connecting it with networks, studios, digital platforms, agencies, 
and brands, today announced the official launch of NYTVF Scripts, a new scripted initiative offering aspiring 
TV writers the opportunity to have their work highlighted at the annual New York Television Festival. In its first
year, NYTVF Scripts will accept original, half-hour comedy scripts for consideration by broadcast, cable, and 
digital buyers.

Much like the Festival's flagship Independent Pilot Competition (IPC), NYTVF Scripts will engage writers from 
around the world to submit their original scripts for consideration. A selection committee will identify a 
collection of top projects, which will be named Official Selections of the 2016 Festival. 

All officially-selected scripts (along with produced pilots and series from the IPC) will be made available to the 
NYTVF's roster of partners, industry participants, and jury members via NYTVF Connect – a core Festival track
through which buyers, agents, managers, and decision-makers can access the work in the weeks leading up to the
Festival. These TV decision-makers can request meetings with writers of interest, facilitated by NYTVF 
organizers during the Festival, which takes place this year from October 24-29. In 2015 more than 75 companies 
across the television landscape participated in NYTVF Connect, with approximately 450 meetings taking place.

Finally, one script will be recognized as the 2016 NYTVF Scripts “Best of the Fest” during the Festival's 
Awards presentation on October 29, 2016.

“2016 has already been a big year in comedy for the NYTVF, and the launch of this initiative is in response to an
increased desire from our industry partners to engage with new voices and read scripts from independent 
storytellers,” said NYTVF Founder Terence Gray. “Over the last decade, we've built and fostered a system that 
enables the very best indie talent to utilize the Festival and its initiatives as an industry gateway for their projects
and passions – and the TV decision-makers have embraced us as a trusted source for identifying bold new 
voices. NYTVF Scripts will extend those opportunities to participants on all sides of the TV ecosystem and 
we're thrilled to bring this new program into the NYTVF fold.”

NYTVF Scripts' initial focus adds to the Festival's expanding footprint in comedy, with previously-announced 
2016 NYTVF development partners Bento Box Entertainment, Comedy Central, IFC, Seeso and truTV on 
board to offer development opportunities to comedy projects this year. Additionally, the NYTVF and Just For 
Laughs are currently accepting submissions for their long-term comedy partnership: “From Set to Screen: TV, 
OTT, SVOD and More.” Additionally, many of the NYTVF’s recent alumni are seeing exceptional success con-
nected to comedy work that has been a part of past Festivals, including 2013 NYTVF Best Comedy Pilot Ani-
mals which premiered its first of two seasons on HBO February 5, and The Jamz – the first original series from 
NYTVF Productions and The Orchard – which was an Official Selection in the 2014 IPC, premiered April 12 on
iTunes, and will be available on additional digital platforms beginning April 30.

http://www.nytvf.com/


In addition to their scripts' exposure to buyers and decision-makers across the episodic landscape, the officially-
selected writers will enjoy comprehensive access to NYTVF Connect, the Festival's artist and industry 
marketplace, which provides Official Artists with the unique opportunity to meet, pitch, network, and collaborate
with NYTVF's industry participants during the six-day event. 

The competition is open to writers age 18 and over from the U.S. and around the world. Scripts not currently 
under development at a network, studio or digital platform, and meeting all other criteria in the Official Rules 
located at http://nytvf.com/2016_scripts_competition.html are eligible for the initiative. Scripts must be 
between 20 and 40 pages in length, written in English and in a proper screenwriting format to be eligible.

Writers can enter by submitting a copy of their script, a series overview, and a C.V. online at NYTVF.com. 
Submissions must be saved in a PDF file format and uploaded to the official contest page located at 
http://nytvf.com/2016_scripts_competition.html. The NYTVF will accept submissions from 12:00 PM ET on 
Wednesday, June 1 through 12:00 PM ET on Wednesday, June 15, or until 1,500 scripts are received, whichever
comes first. 

About the NYTVF
Established in 2005, the NYTVF constructs new and innovative paths of development and talent identification, 
while simultaneously complementing the traditional television development model. By partnering directly with 
networks, studios, production companies, digital platforms and brands, the NYTVF provides its Industry 
Partners with a streamlined development model, leveraging its vast creative community of over 15,000 
independent producers and production companies, to create content with specific partners in mind. During the 
annual New York Television Festival, held each fall in New York City, the NYTVF brings together top artists 
and industry decision-makers for a series of events designed to foster networking, collaboration and education. 
The Festival also marks the culmination of the organization's yearly development efforts and features screenings 
of top independent content, educational panels, fan events, red carpet premieres, and more. For more information
on the NYTVF, the annual Festival and these competitions, visit www.nytvf.com.
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