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MISSION STATEMENT

The New York Television Festival is a watershed event in television history.  As the first creative 

festival for television artists, the NYTVF is a pioneer of the “independent television” movement, 

constructing a new and innovative path of program development.  For the first time, an 

international group of talented writers, directors, and producers, selected from a grassroots 

search, will be given the opportunity to showcase pilot programs directly to network and cable 

executives in one forum.

The challenge we have issued is to raise the bar on television by awakening an artistic potential 

that has long been slumbering in the status quo.  We can re-energize television by promoting 

independent shows that take the necessary risks to achieve excellence.  In the early 1990’s, 

independent film festivals such as Sundance reinvigorated the film industry by restoring an 

emphasis on strong characters, sharp dialogue and imaginative plotlines to a bloated Hollywood 

landscape.  The New York Television Festival seeks to mirror the progress these festivals have 

made and to ensure that artists maintain a creative influence on television content for years to 

come.

Those dedicated to the prospect of artistic change must also be grounded in the sacrifice towards 

its fulfillment.  To endeavor to produce a great television pilot will test the very limits of creativity 

and commitment.   History has shown time and again that American artistic ingenuity has the 

capacity to break barriers and redefine mediums.  Television, being our greatest shared medium, 

should in turn, be our greatest shared canvas.  Today, for the first time, that opportunity exists. 

The doors to television are open....

 THE DOORS TO TELEVISION ARE OPEN

NEW YORK  /  LOS ANGELES  /  LONDON  /  TOKYO  /  SYDNEY
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2005 FESTIVAL

In its inaugural year, the New York Television Festival received over 230 groundbreaking pilots 

produced by independent artists from 24 states and 7 foreign countries.  In fall 2005, thousands 

of television executives, industry figures and television fans attended screenings in custom-

designed gallery space located in downtown Manhattan to view this first generation of 

“independent television.”  The 2005 NYTVF was presented in association with TV Guide, worked 

in partnership with the William Morris Agency, and worked in conjunction with the Mayor’s Office 

of New York City.  Official Network Sponsors included NBC Universal, FOX, Comedy Central, VH1, 

VH1 Classic, Spike TV, A&E Networks, Rainbow Media, TV Land, & Court TV.

Along with the 25 pilots screened as Official Selections at the festival, the 2005 NYTVF featured 

a number of events celebrating television, including special event screenings, celebrity panel 

discussions, and parties honoring the industry and its proud heritage in New York.  Concluding 

with the Awards Banquet at Gracie Mansion, the festival established itself as an innovative New 

York tradition that will help shape the television landscape for years to come.
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2006 SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

The New York Television Festival will provide unprecedented access to network and cable 

executives for emerging television makers looking to showcase new and innovative ideas for 

television programming. Check back mid-February for a complete list of the official rules for the 

2006 Independent Pilot Competition and to download an official submission form. 

Important Dates

February 1, 2006  Submission Period Begins

June 1, 2006  Early Submission Deadline

July 7, 2006  Final Submission Deadline

Independent Pilot Competition

The New York Television Festival “Independent Pilot Competition” begins on February 1, 2006 

and ends on July 7, 2006.  All entries must be received by the NYTVF no later than 11:59 PM on 

July 7, 2006.  This is not a postmark date.

The categories for the Competition are:

• Drama

• Comedy

• Reality

• Educational

• Animation

Required Running Times

15-22 minutes  Live-action pilots

2-20 minutes  Animated pilots

Fees

$30 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Pilots received before the Early Submission Deadline (before   

   midnight, June 1st, 2006)

$50 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   Pilots received between the Early Submission Deadline and the 

   Final Submission Deadline (June 2nd—Midnight, July 7th, 2006)

- Check and money orders made payable to the “New York Television Festival” or “NYTVF” are   

   acceptable forms of payment. 

- Limit one (1) entry per person.

* Students who include a photocopy of a current, valid student ID are not required to pay an entry fee.

Eligibility

• Programs created or funded by broadcast networks, cable networks or studios are ineligible to   

   compete in the Independent Pilot Competition but may be submitted to the NYTVF for 

   consideration as a special screening.

• Entrants must be 18 years of age or older. If under the age of 18, entries must include written 

   parental consent.

• Programs for the Independent Pilot Competition must not have been publicly broadcast on 

   television or the Internet (except for previous broadcast on college campus television) prior to   

   the festival.

• Foreign language programs must have English subtitles or be dubbed in English.

• Programs must be received by midnight on July 7, 2006.

For questions about Eligibility, please email Submissions06@nytvf.com.
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2006 SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Entry Packet

Note: Entries must be submitted on either DVD or VHS; International submissions must be 

submitted on VHS (NTSC) or DVD formatted for multi-zone or Zone 1 (North America).

Requirements:

- (3) Three DVD or VHS copies of the Pilot Program labeled with Title, Producer, Director and/or 

Production Company and contact information. Each DVD or VHS should include a one-minute 

pilot Trailer for promotional purposes and a One-minute “Bonus Feature” (This may consist of 

behind-the-scenes footage, cast and crew interviews, “deleted scenes,” or other promotional 

features pertaining to the pilot program.)

- Two printed black-and-white or color production stills from the pilot program. Two digital 

(preferably hi resolution) black-and-white or color production stills from the pilot program burned 

to a CD. We suggest providing the same photos for both digital and print.

- Any available press kit material.

- Signed Application Form and Entry Fee.

Competition Awards

The New York Television Festival will present awards in the following categories:

• Best Dramatic Program

• Best Comedic Program

• Best Reality Program

• Best Educational Program

• Best Animation Program

• Audience Award
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2006 APPLICATION

Pilot Information

Title:

Length:

Category:                  Drama              Comedy              Reality              Educational              Animation

(please check one)

Screening Format:          DVD              VHS

(please check one)

Origin (City, State, Country):

Contact Information

(please list multiple names and contact info if appropriate)

Contact:

Production Company:

Student/School (if applicable): 

Telephone:

Address:

Email:

Credits

Executive Producer:

Producer:

Director:

Writer:

Principal Cast Members (Role-Actor): 

Musical Credits: (please list song(s) and artist(s))

(Note: No copyrighted music may be used in pilot submissions without the pilot-maker obtaining the proper clearances for broadcast.)
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2006 APPLICATION

Synopsis:

By signing below, I certify and attest that I have read and understand, and agree to be bound by, 

the Official Entry Rules for the Independent Pilot Competition. I understand and agree that my 

failure to abide by any term or condition contained in the Official Entry Rules may result in the 

disqualification from the Independent Pilot Competition.

 Acknowledged and Agreed

Date:

Written Parental Consent (for under the age of 18)

I certify that I am the parent or legal guardian of the entrant above. I further certify that I have 

read and understand and agree on behalf of the entrant to be bound by the Official Rules of the 

Independent Pilot Competition. I understand and agree that my or the entrant’s failure to abide 

by any term or conditioned contained in the Official Entry Rules may result in the disqualification 

of the entrant’s entry from the Independent Pilot Competition.

 Acknowledged and Agreed

Date:
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2006 APPLICATION

Checklist

        Entry Fee

        Completed and Signed Application Form

        3 Pilot Screening Copies with included One-Minute Trailer and Bonus Material

        Minimum Two ‘Printed’ Still Pictures (Color or B/W)

        Minimum Two ‘Digital’ Still Pictures (Color or B/W)

        Any Available Press Kit Material

Reminder: Pilot submissions must not contain ANY copyrighted music, images, or brand names 

without the pilot-maker first obtaining the proper clearances.

Send Entries to:

New York Television Festival

Attn: Entries ‘06

P.O. Box 627

Planetarium Station

New York, NY 10024-0627
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